
 

 

Reading Newsletter – Issue 2 
Welcome to the last half of the summer term and our last reading newsletter of the year.  

It has been good to see so many children reading and enjoying our books over the past few months. Firstly, I would 

like to thank you all for the fabulous costumes you sent the children in on World book day. Everybody enjoyed 

themselves and we hope that the pleasure of reading your way has filtered back home. The children enjoyed 

discovering what books they like to read, along with exploring how they like to read them and how to make reading 

more fun. During this term the Reading Ambassadors will help to ensure that the school’s library will be easy to use 

and come up with ideas to promote reading during other times throughout the day.  

It has been great to see the continued dedication of children reading at home and I hope this will continue to the end 

of term and beyond. We still have plenty of gold cards to hand out, let’s see how many more we can give to our 

fantastic readers! 

Mrs. Goodchild 

Reading Leader 

National reading days 
Did you know, there are many opportunities to celebrate reading? Almost every week there is a national reading day! 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June – Audio Appreciation Month 

23rd – National Typewriter Day 

 

July – National Anti-Boredom Month 

4th – Alice in Wonderland Day 

17th – World Emoji Day 

30th – Paperback Book Day 

31st – Harry Potter Day 

 

 

August  

2nd – National Colouring Book Day 

9th – Book Lovers Day 

14th – Love Your Bookshop Day 

18th – National Bad Poetry Day 

21st – National Poets Day 

25th – National Hug a Librarian Day 
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Choosing a reading book 
Many times, we have all heard the phrase “I don’t like reading” from someone we know. Yet we can 

all strive and try to encourage children to read for pleasure. This can become increasingly difficult to 

achieve what with modern life, but how can we encourage a love for reading and books? 

When a child is given complete free reign to choose a book, sometimes it can be overwhelming with 

the amount of choice that they have. They may choose the first book they see or they might pick a 

book that is too challenging.  

Here are some tips to help you encourage a love of reading. 

Tip 1: Five finger rule: Ask them to read the first page of the book, if they struggle to read more than 

five words on that page then the book is not right for them just yet. 

Tip 2: Try different genres: Ensure that you expose your child to fiction and non-fiction books, such as 

child friendly magazines, newspapers, comics on a subject they might be interested in. Even find an 

author your child likes and research other works by that author. 

Tip 3: Listen to the audio version: Listening to someone else read the book can inspire the child to 

read the book themselves. 

Tip 4: Play I spy: playing I spy encourages the children to find words beginning with….? Ask if they can 

find a picture of a….? How many…. can you see? 

Tip 5: Find out what they are reading in school: The children will be reading books with their teacher 

in class. Find out if they are enjoying the class book and see whether you can find something similar.  

Tip 6: Create: Using reading to inspire drawing, crafts and creating other stories.  

Tip 7: Apply for the Blue Peter Book Badge: the children will need to read a book and submit a review 

of the book to receive this badge.  

Tip 8: Be seen: Make sure you are seen reading. Keep books, magazines, comics etc at easy reach.  

 

Bagshot Infant School teaches children to read using the scheme, Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 

Revised. The program is taught alongside our inspiring English topics and follows a structure to allow 

children to thrive.  

There are two types of reading book that your child may bring home: 

A reading practice book - This will be at the correct phonic stage for your child. Your child should be 
able to read this fluently and independently. 

A sharing library book - Your child may not be able to read this on their own. This book is for you 
both to read and enjoy together. 

Reading practice book 

This book has been carefully matched to your child’s current reading level. If your child is reading it 
with little help, please don’t worry that it’s too easy, that’s good and is giving your child the 
opportunity to develop fluency and confidence in reading. 

Please listen to your child read the practice book. Remember to give them lots of praise – celebrate 
their success! If they can’t read a word, read it to them. After they have finished, talk about the book 
together. 

Sharing book 

In order to encourage your child to become a lifelong reader, it is important that they learn to read 

Reading Comprehension 

There is more to reading than just reading the words (decoding). Sometimes a child might be great at 

decoding but can struggle to understand the text and this is where questioning about what their 

reading becomes useful. 

Here are some questions to ask your child whilst reading together: 

1. Look at the front cover. What could the book be about? 

2. Who is the author? 

3. What is an illustrator? What do they do? 

4. What does this word mean? Read the words around it to help you figure it out (context). 

5. How can you read an unfamiliar word? Can you sound talk and blend? 

6. Who are the main characters? 

7. What do you think will happen next? 

8. How do you think the character feels? Why? How would you feel in that situation? 

9. Can you predict how the book will end? 

10. Who is your favourite character and why? 

11. Can you retell the story in your own words? 

12. Can you think of another way to end the story? 



Book Recommendations 

Please find below some book recommendations that your child may like to read with you 

 

This book just ate my dog! 

Author: Richard Byrne Publisher: Oxford University Press 

This wonderfully inventive book sees Bella taking her small dog for a stroll 
across the page but halfway across he disappears! Unable to quite believe 
what's just happened Bella watches, transfixed, with changing emotions of 
only to disappear herself! At this point, the book has consumed its characters 
and it's down to the reader to step in to help. A note from Bella appears 
directly appealing for assistance and, with a rigorous shake, the characters 
reappear. Normality is restored and Bella is finally able to take her dog for an 
uninterrupted walk . . . or is she? This is a fun interactive book, which the 
children will love to get involved with.  

The Adventures of The Dish and the Spoon 

Author: Mini Grey Publisher: Red Fox Picture Books 

Following on from Hey diddle, diddle, the cat and fiddle rhyme. This book 
discovers what happened next and follows the adventures of the dish and 
the spoon. Narrated by the spoon himself, a rags-to-riches tale is told about 
the most dazzling crockery-cutlery duo of all time. With its terrific rhyming 
and stunning illustrations this book is equally perfect for shared reading or 
encouraging your child to read independently.  

 

The Sea Below My Toes 

Author: Charlotte Guillain Illustrator: Jo Empson Publisher: QED Publishing 

A follow-up to The Street Beneath My Feet, this visually stunning book 
ventures to the very bottom of the sea on a journey of discovery. It takes 
you through the waves and into the deep. You’ll spot all kinds of weird and 
wonderful marine creatures, explore the seabed and discover the impact 
humans have had on the underwater world. As well as animals you can 
discover the technology which is used under the sea, from scuba breathing 
apparatus to oil pipelines and deep-sea submarines. This book is part of the 
Look Closer series, a set of concertina books which help teach us about the 
mysteries which can be found in the world around us. It is a fantastic non-
fiction book, which many children love to look at time and time again.  

  



 

 

 

 

 


